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Minister’s Message

In this Sunday’s sermon we 
are looking at the start of 1 

Corinthians. 

The church at Corinth was at some 
stage a fractured community, and 
at the start of 1 Corinthians we see 
there are quarrels among them.

The challenge for the church 
of Corinth is to unite together 
proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Because the church can be 
at its best when it is united. 

For me one of the privileges of 
being the minister at Terrigal 
Uniting Church is that we are 
a community that mostly work 
together. Our energy is not taken 
up with internal arguments but 
instead we can work together, 
focusing on God's mission. One of 
our strengths is the differences we 

have among our people -  different 
ideas, different opinions, different 
approaches. 

Because of our differences we 
are stronger. Because of our 
differences we are better at doing 
our mission. 

Let us celebrate the differences 
we have and let us unite together 
around our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Together, let us be 
the best church we can be for 
Jesus. Even when we can’t come 
together into our building, we unite 
together around our Saviour.

Blessings,

Richard 
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What’s Online?

Weekly Worship

Sundays at 9am

Wednesday Friendsday - 
Midweek Zoom Chat

Wednesdays at 2pm

Post-service Discussions

Sundays at 10:30am and 6pm

Kids Connection

Fridays at 4pm on Zoom - for zoom 
link, contact Emma 0410 171 709

Prayer Connection

Tuesdays at 3pm - for zoom link, email 
prayer@terrigalunitingchurch.com  

Youth Connection

Fridays at 7pm on Zoom - for zoom 
link, contact Emma 0410 171 709

In this issue:
Ministers Message ......................................................................................

This month in worship ..............................................................................

Worship at home .........................................................................................

Kids & Youth Update .................................................................................

Celebrating Long-term Children's Ministry ................................

Kylie and Seang ............................................................................................

TUC Goals - Caring for God's Creation .........................................

Environmental tips .....................................................................................

Prayer for Climate Change ...................................................................

Anna's Friends ...............................................................................................

Behind the Scenes .....................................................................................

Budget Update .............................................................................................

Prayers for this Season ............................................................................

Meet the team ...............................................................................................

p1

p3

p4

p5-6

p7-8

p9-10

p11-12

p13

p14

p15

p17-18

p19

P20

p21-22

Visit terrigalunitingchurch.com for links to the following events



3  

May 10
Acts 18:1-4 & 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Unity in Christ

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Faith, Hope, and Love

1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 
51-57

Death Swallowed 
in Life

Acts 2:1-4 & 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13

Gifts of the Spirit

This month in worship

May 17

May 24 May 31

PRAYER POINTS

Remember in your prayers:

 ▪ Kids and teachers returning to school. 

 ▪ Year 12 students

 ▪ People in aged care facilities

 ▪ Domestic violence situations

 ▪ Our state and federal leaders

 ▪ Give thanks & praise for the team putting together the 
service each week
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Worship at home
Thanks for sharing your home worship-spaces with us throughout the 
month. Please continue to send these in. We love to see how people are 
making worship a special time, no matter where it happens.
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Kids & Youth

Our playgroup families have been 
blessed with a lovely Mother's 
Day care package from Kathy 
this month. Each of our mums 
received a beautiful plant and a 
special craft for their kids to make.

A very Happy Mother's Day from 
Playgroup to all the mums out 
there - we hope it's a special day. 

Playgroup
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We're super excited to have launched a brand new show this week called 
KIDSLIFE!

Our aim is to help children engage with God in an online space, with stories, 
craft, music, puppets, animals and brand new content each week.

New episodes will be available each Friday from 8am on our Facebook 
page, on Youtube and on our website.

You can view the first episode at terrigalunitingchurch.com/kidslife
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Terrigal Uniting Church has been 

blessed by a fantastic children’s 

ministry for a very, very, very long 

time! 

Some of our current parents, 

Steve Earp, Kristy Tritton, Katrina 

Hutchens, Pip & Trent Brewster, 

and many more, remember times 

when they were in children’s 

ministry at TUC. 

Four of our current leaders, Kathy 

Sheen, Steve Mason, Kristin Gale 

and Wylva Tomlinson, taught this 

group and are now teaching some 

of their kids!

We wanted to share a bit about 

each of them:

Children's Ministry
Celebrating some of our long-standing Kids Church Leaders

By Craig and Emma Hunter - Children's Ministry Leaders

Kathy Sheen started at Terrigal in 1990 with 
the Sunday school ministry, transferring 
across to running the mid-week playgroup. 
She loves seeing the kids grow, develop 
and learn, while having fun. Kathy really 
enjoys being involved in nurturing their 
spiritual development. 

Above are a couple of  photos of Kids 
Church at Terrigal Uniting Church in the 
early 90s. Can you recognise any faces?
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Steve Mason (now famous online with his 
puppets, Doug, Grandma & Simon the 
Frog), has been ministering at Terrigal 
since 1999, but started at other churches 
back in 1979. Steve feels children are 
super important, they are not the future 
but they are the present! 

“Why me? I think I just get them. I love 
those light bulb moments when things 
click into place, I also just enjoy their 
company”

Kristin joined the team in 1994, after 
previously being in children’s ministry at 
other churches.  She started with her own 
kids in the ministry and has continued now 
at both the 9:45 and 6pm services. She loves 
the opportunity to share the stories of Jesus 
with the next generation.

Wylva started children’s ministry in her 
teens at Gosford Presbyterian, and joined 
our team at Terrigal in 1990. Wylva started 
in children’s ministry feeling that she had 
the skills that enabled her to serve. She 
loves helping children understand the 
Bible and how the Bible relates to them 
now. She likes making lessons enjoyable 
and seeing the children’s enthusiasm.

Our church would love to thank these four amazing leaders for their years 
of service and their tremendous dedication to the young people of our 
church community.
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Hi everyone, 

Greetings 
from 
Battambang, 
Cambodia! 
About a week after we returned 
to Cambodia and came up to 
Battambang, the virus really took 
hold around the world. 
The Cambodian government 
closed all schools and banned 
large meetings and all religious 
gatherings, which meant that 
the YWAM campus needed to 
close. Many staff went home to 
other provinces in Cambodia or 
overseas, however some could 

remain and find new ways to 
continue their ministries. 
While there are only 122 reported 
cases in Cambodia, we are staying 
home as much as possible. 
Seang is able to work from home, 
communicating with the architects 
and engineers to finalise YWAM’s 
new multi-purpose building plans, 
which is due to start construction 
soon. He is also enjoying extra 
time to build some furniture. 

Kylie is still coordinating the 
Interserve team’s short-term 
“On Track” program, as well as 
completing an online member 
care course, learning to bake 
bread and helping her sister create 
some content for her business, 
Rise Retreats. Rise are preparing 
to launch online retreats and we 
are so excited about the blessing 

Kylie & Seang
Serving in Cambodia
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that this will be to 
many in this season 
and into the future! 

All in all, we are 
doing ok. It hasn’t 
been an easy 
transition into 
marriage for us, but 
we are grateful to 
be together and 
know that God’s 
presence is with 
us through all the challenges and 
changes. 
Disappointingly, we needed to 
postpone our Cambodian wedding 
celebration, but what an extra-
joyful celebration that will be once 
we can finally do it!

Often we drive out to the ricefields 
in the early evening, to get outside 
and watch the sunset. Sometimes 
a few friends join us for a picnic or 
a game of cards. We pray that you 

are finding moments of joy and 
peace in all of this too. 

We are so grateful for your 
continued prayers for us and for 
Cambodia. This virus is having a 
significant effect on us all and the 
poor are particularly vulnerable at 
the moment. Many are struggling 
in so many ways and we are seeing 
that firsthand here. Please continue 
to pray and seek God in the ways 
you can support others, in your 
own community and all around the 
world. 

If you have questions for us, we are 
planning a Facebook Live video 
chat in the next few weeks. We 
will send more information about 
that soon and look forward to 
connecting with you then!

With much love, 
Kylie and Seang 
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Care for God's Creation Focus
March-April

Share Faith Strive for Social Justice

Nurture Faith Care for God’s creation

Connect, care for & 
support one another

Participate in active worship 
& prayer

TUC Goals

CHURCH

At the start of the year, our elders 
and leaders spent a day on 
retreat thinking about some of the 
things we should focus on with 
our church for the next year and 
beyond. 

One of the things we decided to 
do was have a different focal point 
every 2 months throughout the 
year.

For the months of May and June 
our focal point is Care for God’s 
creation.

One of the things that I have found 

amazing during the global lock-
down, is the way we have seen the 
environment clean up due to the 
decrease of human activity. In India 
there are villages that are looking 
at the Himalayan mountains for 
the first time in their lives because 
there is no smog blocking their 
sight. The Ganges River is not 
covered in pollution for the first 
time in living memory. People are 
seeing stars at night time in the 
cities of Australia where they could 
only see a few before. Deer and 
wild boar are being seen in the 
streets of major cities around the 
world thanks to the decrease in 
human activity. 

The COVID-19 situation is a global 
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disaster, however one of the things 
we have seen through this situation 
is that our activity does have an 
impact on this world. 

One of the privileges I have had in 
my life is to travel to some remote 
parts of Australia, seeing some 
almost untouched wilderness. 
However at other times, in some 
very remote parts of Australia, I have 
been amazed at the pollutants that 
are there. On our trip to Cape York 
there was a remote beach that you 
could stand on with no one else 
around. Sadly, the beach is littered 
with plastics brought there by the 
current. 

Human activity does have an impact 
on creation. In Genesis 1:28, when 
God gives us dominion over the 
land, that is not a licence for us 
to destroy this world. Rather, we 
have a responsibility to care for this 
creation that God has made. 

Our church has many initiatives 
that we have embarked on to 
try and play our part in caring for 
God’s creation. Solar panels to cut 
down on the use of coal in power 
production, recycling to reduce 
our impact on landfill, and nesting 
boxes to help our native birds find a 
home for their young because many 
of the older trees that they rely on 
for their nests have been removed. 
We have native bees to pollinate 
our native plants, because many of 
the Australian natives plants were 
designed by God to be pollinated by 
the small stingless bees of Australia, 
not the large European ones. 
We also have native bush tucker 
gardens and we look after our small 

patch of remnant bushland. God’s 
creation is precious and our activity 
does affect it. 

If you had a rental property and 
renters came in and trashed your 
property during their tenancy, not 
caring for the property, you would 
be angry or disappointed. We are 
fortunate that God is loving and 
forgiving because if we look at 
this world, we can see that God 
has every right to be angry and 
disappointed in humanity. 

Sin is turning away from what God 
wants us to do and repentance 
is turning back to God and doing 
what God calls us to do. There is sin 
in what humanity has done to the 
environment. Repentance calls us 
to change. So for the next 2 months 
we will be focussing on our theme 
of caring for God’s creation and how 
we can play our part in keeping this 
world a cleaner, more healthy place. 

If we all play our part, one day we 
may get this world back to the way 
God created it to be. And if you want 
inspiration to work toward that goal, 
just look at what is there in creation 
already. 

As I finish writing this, I look out my 
window and see some beautiful 
trees blowing in the wind and I 
know that within the next month 
the whales will be migrating up our 
coastline again. I can't wait to see 
them as I go out in the boat. 

God's creation is beautiful and it 
deserves our care.

Blessings,

Richard



13  

There are lots of small and easy ways to play your part 
in Caring for God's Creation. Here are a few tips from 
easyecotips.com. If you would like more inspiration, 
you can visit their website and sign up to receive new 
eco tips each month.
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To show our support for climate 
change action this month, Uniting 
Earth is encouraging church 
members to plant a tree. 

They have written the following 
prayer that you might like to say as 
you do this.

God who breathed creation into being, who loves and is present 
in every part of creation, and who redeems it and brings it back to 
yourself; 

We confess and acknowledge our complicity in climate change and 
our sadness at our shared responsibility.

Help us to bring healing to your creation. 

We thank you for this tree, this little symbol of new life and hope. 

May it grow as tall and strong as the cedars of Lebanon, may the birds 
and animals find safe places within its branches, and may it remove 
as much CO2 from our atmosphere as possible, helping us to reduce 
climate change. 

We plant this tree in your sight, as a sign and action of our 
commitment to protect all You have created. 

We also commit to taking further action by…

Thank you for being with us and strengthening us on this journey. 

In the name of Christ who reconciles and renews all creation. 

Amen
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How fortunate we’ve been in 
the past to be able to come 
together and meet for fellowship 
whenever or wherever we’ve 
wished.

Perhaps we have taken this 
for granted? This is not the 
case now following the arrival 
of Coronavirus as we’ve been 
isolated from one another and 
only able to connect via email, 
a telephone call or zoom.  The 
Easter Devotionals and Easter 
Services on Youtube have been 
wonderful and helped so many 
of us not to feel so alone.  A very 
big Thank You goes to the team 
of volunteers who have made 
this possible through the new 
technology available to us as a 
Church.  We’re learning to do 
things we’ve taken for 
granted a different way.

It was only on 13th 
February 2020 that 
this photo was taken 
of TUC Anna’s Friends 
group coming together 
to share lunch at The 
Living Gourmet Cafe 

at Erina to start their year of 
fellowship. 

Anna’s Friends is a support group 
commenced in 2014 for widows 
within our church family which 
meets bi-monthly.  

We have 3 coffee mornings and 
3 afternoon get-togethers with 
a guest speaker sharing various 
aspects of grief and loss.  

Further information can be 
provided by contacting Jan 
Fellows our Pastoral Care Co-
ordinator, by telephone or via 
email jan@terrigalunitingchurch.
com.  

Blessings to all,

Pam Warton 
Facilitator & Founder of TUC Anna’s Friends

Anna's Friends
A ministry of Terrigal Uniting Church
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A Mother's Love
Author Unknown

There’s no love like a mother’s,
   Her heart is filled with care.
With Christ as her example,

   Her Saviour’s love she’ll share.

A mother’s love is endless,
   Not changing for all time.

When needed by her children,
   A mother’s love will shine.

God bless these special mothers,
   God bless them every one.

For all their tears and heartaches,
   And special work they’ve done.

When days on earth are over,
   A mother’s love lives on,

Through many generations,
   God’s blessings on each one.

Be thankful for our mothers,
   Who love with higher love,
From power God has given,

   And strength from up above.



17  

BEHIND THE SCENES
It's not often you think of what goes into making a film or tv show, but we're 
quickly learning just how much time and equipment it takes to produce a 
relatively short service each week.

We thought you might enjoy seeing some photos of the church from 
Richard's point of view, as well as some other behind-the-camera photos 
from our time of online worship so far!

Emma filming the children's address 
in the Bush Chapel

The temporary sound desk
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View of the worship centre from the 
band area

Richard setting up for worship

Filming an upcoming episode of 
KidsLife

KidsLife Craft Steve and Ethan drumming 
together for KidsLife

Grandma the puppet and Steve 
climbing through the bush
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Giving update

Combined Offerings March 2020 Year to date

Actual $22,539 $254,980.00

Budget $25,637 $256,367.00

% Budget 88% 99%

Difference -$3,098 -$1,387

Direct Credit

Terrigal Uniting Church
BSB 634634
ACC 100025889

Credit Card Online

https://givenow.com.au/
terrigalunitingchurch

Cash/Cheque

Drop it into our secure 
letterbox

WAYS TO GIVE

I want to thank you for the offering 
you give. Your offering enables us to 
serve our community and share the 
good news of Jesus Christ through 
all that our church is doing.  

In this difficult time of the COVID-19 
lock-down, our church has had to 
start thinking about different ways 
of doing our mission, recording our 
online worship each week. 

This week we released our first 
KidsLife episode. You can find these 
on our website. 

Our pastoral care team have been 
phoning people rather than visiting.

We have been trying to support 
small groups to meet over Zoom 
while they are not able to meet face 
to face, and there are other ways 
that our church is trying to support 

different people and situations. 

Over the coming months we will 
need to continue to be creative 
in the ways we can support our 
community and share the gospel. 
We may need to think of other 
innovative ways of responding to the 
situation we find ourselves in.  

It has been very heartening to see 
people continuing their giving in 
this time, as your offering is the 
primary way that we can afford to 
do all we are doing. Especially as, 
at this point in time, we are not able 
to rent our hall and hold some of 
the fundraisers that are part of our 
budget. 

I praise God that your offering is 
holding us in this time. 

Blessings, Richard
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Written by Dr Deidre Palmer
President of the Uniting Church in Australia

Gracious and loving God,

You call us to love you with our whole being, and to love our neighbours as 
ourselves.

At this time of upheaval and distress for nations and people across our 
world, may your love hold us together.

May your love be the lens through which we see each other and your 
world.

Lord Jesus Christ, you are present with us, as one who knows our suffering, 
bring comfort and peace to all those who are grieving the loss of loved 
ones, work, connection and hope for the future.

May we embody your compassion – responding to the suffering of our 
neighbours, our families, our friends, and strangers with generosity.

Life-giving Spirit, you weave us together as the Body of Christ, strengthen 
our life together, even though we are physically separated. Nurture us in 
faith and discipleship, that we may bear witness through our living, to your 
abundant grace and liberating hope for all people, and the whole creation.

Through Christ our Life and Hope, we pray. 

Amen.

Prayers for this season
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Richard Harris

Minister
richard@terrigalunitingchurch.com

0408 427 880

Claire Earp

Administration
claire@terrigalunitingchurch.com

Kristy Tritton

Music, Art & Communication
kristy@terrigalunitingchurch.com

Jan Fellows

Pastoral Care
jan@terrigalunitingchurch.com

Emma Hunter

Pastoral Care
Children and Youth
emma@terrigalunitingchurch.com

Craig Hunter

Children and Youth
craigandemma@terrigalunitingchurch.com

Meet our team

Anne & Arthur Hand - Prayer Team - prayer@terrigalunitingchurch.com

Diane Maloney & John Davison - Finance - treasurer@terrigalunitingchurch.com
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Barry Earp (Chairperson)
John Davison (Treasurer)
Andrew Davison (Cong. Rep)
Gerri Koelma (Cong. rep)

Ray Crawley (Cong. Rep)
Alisha Hawkins (Elders Rep)
Steve Earp (Elders Rep)
Claire Earp (Minutes Secretary)

Phil Rogers (Secretary)
Sue Braund
Faye Crawley
Carmen Daniels
Meryl Davison 
Sacha Davison
Barry Earp
Claire Earp
Lesley Earp

Steve Earp
Kristin Gale
Alisha Hawkins
Marilyn Hales
Anne Hand
Arthur Hand
Karina Hollands
Craig Hunter
Emma Hunter

Lesley Hunter
Gerri Koelma
Jim Munday
Len Samuel
Kristy Tritton
Leigh van Aswegan
Sandra Wingrave

Elders

Church Council

What does the Eldership Team do?

The Eldership team is responsible, along with the minister, for the 
spiritual oversight of the church. This involves prayerful consideration and 
implementation of matters such as the mission and ministry of the church and 
the pastoral care of its members. Elders are chosen by the whole congregation 
and elected for a term of 4 years. They generally meet every 2 months. For more 
information about the role of Elder in the life of our church, you are welcome to 
speak to Richard, Phil Rogers or any of the Elders.

What does the Church Council do?

Church Councils is made up of a mixture of Elders and Congregational 
Representative’s, along with Richard and our Treasurer John Davison. Church 
Council oversee the Financial and Property matters of the church and generally 
meet every 2 months. Some of the items covered include purchasing of new 
equipment, employment and overseeing the property management of the 
church building, Kings Cottage and our Manse. 

If you have any questions about Church Council you are welcome to speak to 
anyone of the people who make up the team. 



Want to connect with us or find out more?

We gather online:
Sundays at 9am

Followed by a Zoom meeting at 10:30am and 6pm

You can contact us via
Phone: 0408 427 880

Email: admin@terrigalunitingchurch.com

See inside for individual email addresses

Postal Address
380 Terrigal Dr, Terrigal, 2260

Find us online

terrigalunitingchurch.com

/terrigalunitingchurch

Search Terrigal Uniting Church

CONTACT US

CHURCH


